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the war which was involved in this expensive and
difficult project. He once confessed that he did
not have time to read all the letters and dis-
patches from Spain and Portugal. Perhaps in
consequence he never appreciated the stubborn
guerilla qualities and ineradicable partisanship of
the Spanish people or the vast geographical
obstacles to military progress on the Peninsula,
He always insisted that he himself must remain
near Holland, partly because, if he left, the Dutch
might be induced to conclude a separate peace*
But while he refused to go to Spain himself, to
meet the wishes of the Whig Party, who largely
for economic reasons were rabid for the French
overthrow in Spain, he allowed his forces to be
divided, thereby weakening his chances of invad-
ing France from the north-east and at the same
time allowing inferior troops in the charge of
quarrelsome generals to be constantly defeated in
Spain. Moreover he did not realize that the
Spanish people had made their choice and that
he was required to subdue a people as well as an
army. On the issue of Spain, he allowed political
considerations to cloud his clear military judg-
ment ; and it is possible that it was of Spain that
he was thinking in the last days of life when
aged, paralysed and in virtual retirement as
Commander-in-Ghief, he was asked for his advice
and could be induced to utter only four words:
" Don't divide the army."